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One of the biggest problems of the aquaculture industry is biofouling upon nets. 
Organisms like algae, zooplankton and other microorganisms cover the nets and grow 
or multiple on them. When in considerable amounts, they prevent seawater to flow in 
the fish cages and limit oxygen exchange, affecting the living conditions for the fishes. 
From causing the fishes stress, to compromising their immunity system. To control this 
problem the industry uses paints that contain various toxic substances, such as copper 
(Cu). The leaching of copper in the seawater can impact those organisms, with 
bioaccumulation, and the fishes or even humans through biomagnification. This study 
is an attempt to investigate the toxicological effects of copper (Cu) emanating from 
specific materials employed in fish cage construction, within controlled laboratory 
settings, on Artemia spp. At the same time, this study aims to quantify the copper 
concentrations present in the experimental water and residing within Artemia spp. under 
scrutiny.  

 

 


