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The LIFE CONCEPTU MARIS project (2022-2026) unites 11 international partners in a collaborative
effort to safeguard the biodiversity of the CEtaceans species and Pelagic sea TUrtles (CEPTU)
inhabiting the Mediterranean Sea. The project aims to fill critical gaps in our understanding of
these species distribution, abundance and threats they face, such as marine traffic and floating
litter, while developing targeted conservation strategies to mitigate these impacts. Conceptu Maris
further develops the visual census activities started in 2008 within the FLT med Network, coupling
visual monitoring to eDNA and stable isotopes analysis, as well as in-situ environmental data
acquisition. Data have been collected using ferries and large vessels as research platforms along
17 fixed routes. 582,110 km have been surveyed between 2008 and 2023, with more than 3911
sightings of sea turtles giving us the opportunity to identify key habitats for marine turtles,
primarily Caretta caretta. The highest number of sightings per unit effort (SPUE) were recorded in
the southern Tyrrhenian Sea, between Sardinia and Sicily Islands, and the Adriatic Sea. Preliminary
analyses indicate a latitudinal shift of the loggerhead turtle distribution over the years and among
seasons, with the highest values observed in 2022, which may be related to climate warming.
CONCEPTU MARIS Life project has fine-tuned a cost-effectiveness, standardized and widely
employed protocol for the continuous monitoring of Pelagic sea TUrtles species that will improve
our understanding of climate change impact on species distribution and will support decision
makers to identify effective conservation measures.



